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REPORT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  tenth  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958 
of  the  general  conditions,  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Barrow-upon- 
Soar  Rural  District. 

The  Report  is  in  conformity  with  suggestions  made  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  also  incorporates  a section  compiled  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

In  previous  reports  preventive  medicine  has  been  defined  in  many  ways, 
in  ways  apparently  entirely  different  in  concept.  This  does  not  infer 
previous  confusion  or  the  correction  of  error,  but  rather  does  it  reveal  a 
progression  forward  in  the  approach  to  a wholeness  of  positive  health. 
With  new  knowledge  comes  new  understandings  and  the  theories  of 
today  could  not  be  possible  without  the  theories  of  yesterday.  It  is 
becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  sciences  concerned  with  human 
behaviour  are  of  prime  importance  in  the  prevention  of  disease  and  the 
promoting  of  health. 

The  study  of  microbiology  held  prominence  in  the  era  when  the  concept 
was  that  a single  causative  agent  was  responsible  for  certain  diseases. 
And  indeed  this  was  true.  Then  followed  the  concept  of  multiple  causa- 
tion with  the  interest  being  centred  around  the  human  host  in  which  his 
resistance  to  disease  was  related  to  factors  such  as  endocrines,  diet  and 
stress.  And  again  the  emphasis  on  these  factors  was  justifiable.  The 
field  of  study  and  the  concept  of  disease  today  includes  a concern  with 
human  behaviour  and  a knowledge  of  the  relationship  of  the  socio- 
economic environment  to  disease.  These  widening  concepts  are  but 
advances  on  the  basic  theory  that  preventive  medicine  is  concerned  with 
the  interaction  between  host  agent  environment  and  an  attack  upon 
disease  is  to  be  made  at  all  points  in  the  chain. 

Disease  is  a process  of  events  extending  from  the  pre-pathological 
changes  through  the  phases  of  early  signs  and  symptoms  of  disease  to 
manifest  abnormality  and  then  convalescence  or  terminal  change.  Pre- 
ventive medicine  can  be  applied  at  any  point  in  this  process  and  specific 
protection  against  disease  by  immunisation  is  by  no  means  the  limit  at 
which  prevention  can  be  applied.  It  can  be  claimed  that  physiotherapy  is 
concerned  with  preventive  medicine  as  thereby  an  endeavour  is  made  to 
limit  disability.  Occupational  Therapy,  too,  has  a great  contribution  to 
make  in  its  prevention  of  permanent  incapacity. 
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It  is  imperative,  therefore,  that  this  all  embracing  definition  of  pre- 
ventive medicine  is  fully  realised  and  applied.  Socio-economic  problems 
need  to  be  considered  as  earnestly  as  problems  of  direct  infection  and 
hygiene.  The  improvement  in  the  standard  of  living  promotes  in  itself  an 
improvement  in  health  and  it  is  encouraging  to  realise  that  this  correlation  is 
now  abundantly  evident.  The  caption-text  can  be  quoted  from  a newspaper 
advertisement  depicting  a new  born  child.  It  reads  “A  GENERATION 
AGO  HE  WOULDN’T — wouldn’t  have  been  driven  home  from  the 
hospital  in  his  father’s  car — wouldn’t  have  grown  up  in  the  relaxed 
surroundings  of  a home  with  a refrigerator,  washing  machine  and  tele- 
vision set — wouldn’t  have  had  the  prospect  of  the  full  rich  life  he  has 
today”.  These  things  are  true,  manifestly  true,  and  it  matters  not  what 
claims  the  advertiser  makes  as  to  the  reasons  why  it  is  so.  Fundamently 
the  reasons  are  that  an  awareness  has  developed  that  good  health  and  a 
fullness  of  living  are  dependent  not  least  upon  socio-economic  prosperity 
and  stability  and  an  understanding  of  human  behaviour. 


To  discuss  adequately  the  subject  of  human  behaviour  is  too  vast  an 
undertaking  for  this  occasion  but  upon  the  understanding  of  human 
behaviour  lies  the  key  to  many  diseases  and  conditions.  Christian 
thought  for  centuries  has  associated  human  behaviour  with  certain  in- 
abilities and  failings  which  are,  in  essence,  manifestations  of  ill-health. 
Are  we  now  only  beginning  to  realise  these  claims  discovered  anew  by  a 
scientific  approach  to  the  same  problems? 


Executives  in  the  advertising  world  are  firm  in  the  opinion  that  a slogan 
needs  to  be  in  the  public  eye  for  at  least  five  years  in  order  to  gain  its  full 
impact  and  effect.  We  are  still  being  informed  how  to  stop  “that  sinking 
feeling”  and  which  petrol  “that  was”.  No  apology  is  necessary,  therefore, 
if  this  report  repeats  that  there  is  a direct  connection  between  cigarette 
smoking  and  lung  cancer.  It  can  only  be  hoped  that  this  fact  will  ulti- 
mately be  appreciated  and  that  reasonable  men  will  be  wise  before  the 
event. 


One  of  the  more  important  Acts  of  1958  was  the  Clean  Air  Act  which 
was  introduced  on  1st  June.  In  an  industrial  country  this  Act  is  very 
necessary  and  welcome  as  atmospheric  pollution  is  one  of  the  evils  of  the 
times.  Besides  the  air  pollution  and  fumifugium  arising  from  chimneys 
there  is  also  the  fumes  and  gases  of  cars  and  lorries.  The  streets  of  cities 
and  towns,  and  the  highways  of  the  country,  are  fouled  by  exhaust  gases. 
On  most  gradients  lorries  belch — or  more  appropriately,  pass — foul  fumes, 
poisoning  the  air  in  an  increasing  concentration.  These  problems  demand 
earnest  attention  and  enforced  legislative  methods  of  control. 


It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  the  Barrow-upon-Soar  district  is  well  re- 
presented on  Committees  for  Home  Safety  and  the  Prevention  of  Road 
Accidents.  A great  deal  has  been  achieved  but  the  problems  are  immense. 
The  main  factor  in  accidents,  either  on  the  roads  or  in  the  home,  is  human 
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error.  Misjudgment,  carelessness,  physical  disability  and  ignorance  will 
always  be  present  in  society  but  propaganda  and  education  can  do  much  to 
arouse  a sense  of  responsibility  and  to  make  known  that  accidents  are 
avoidable.  During  the  year  a series  of  white  lines  appeared  on  road  A6  be- 
tween Birstall  and  Quorn.  Alas  they  make  little  sense  in  their  arrangement. 
There  is  a notoriously  dangerous  stretch  of  road  between  Birstall  and 
Rothley  which  can  meaningly  be  described  as  a vertical  bend.  Double 
white  lines  at  this  spot  would  have  been  appropriate  and  useful  in  the 
prevention  of  accidents.  But  no,  the  planners  and  painters  in  their 
eagerness  marked  out  intersected  white  lines  thereby  increasing  the 
hazard  of  this  already  dangerous  section  of  road. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  political  concept  of  old  age  is  so  commonly 
applied  synonymously  to  those  of  pensionable  age.  It  is  dangerous,  too, 
as  such  a wide  classification  of  old  age  tends  to  dilute  the  consideration 
that  should  be  given  to  the  needs  of  those  in  a state  of  true  senescence. 
There  are  many  people  who,  on  reaching  pensionable  age,  are  well 
equipped  physically  and  mentally  to  look  after  themselves  and  capable  of 
continuing  with  their  work.  These  people  need  not  be  regarded  as  old 
people — though  they  may  insist  on  being  so  regarded  in  order  to  qualify 
for  pensions.  As  the  number  of  old  people  rises  it  will  be  necessary  to 
help  old  people  more  and  more  in  their  own  homes.  The  prime  aim  must 
be  to  assist  these  people  in  running  their  own  homes  and  to  extend  welfare 
services  to  enable  them  to  continue  to  live,  in  their  own  fashion,  at  home. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there  has  not  been  cause  to  enforce  Section  47 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  in  which  powers  are  given  for  compulsory 
Institutional  care  for  old  people. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  working  to  full  capacity  and  consider- 
able overtime  is  involved  in  their  duties.  With  the  programmes  for  slum 
clearance  becoming  more  intensive,  and  the  increase  in  legislation  con- 
cerning Clean  Air  and  Food  Hygiene,  it  may  be  necessary  to  recommend 
an  increase  in  Staff.  This  has  been  agreed  in  principle  but  an  appointment 
is  being  postponed  as  long  as  practicable. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Council  for  the  interest  shown  in  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department.  To  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inpector,  Mr. 
W.  Donovan,  and  to  all  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  I 
wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  their  helpful  co-operation 
throughout  the  year. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area — acres  

54,804 

Resident  Population  

52,550 

Number  of  Elouses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  1958 

17,233 

Rateable  Value  ...  

...  £544,744 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate... 

... 

£2,120 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population — Census  1931  

30,862 

Population — National  Registration  1939 

41,599 

Population — Census  1951  

47,376 

Population — (Estimated  from  Birth  and  Death  Rates) 

52,550 

BIRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1957 

Legitimate 

468 

389 

857 

826 

Illegitimate  

14 

12 

26 

24 

482 

401 

883 

850 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

1958 

16-8 

1957 

16-52 

England  and  Wales  

16-4 

16-1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

2-94% 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1957 

Legitimate 

8 

7 

15 

17 

Illegitimate  

3 

4 

1 

9 

10 

19 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

1958 

21-0 

1957 

20-5 

England  and  Wales  

2F6 

22-4 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1957 

491 

411 

902 

868 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1957 

All  causes  and  ages  

261 

235 

496 

492 

Rate  per  1,000  population  

1958 

9*43 

1957 

9-46 

England  and  Wales  

11-7 

11-5 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1957 

Legitimate 

10 

3 

13 

15 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

2 

2 

12 

3 

15 

17 

5 


Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births — total 

1958 

16-9 

1957 

18-16 

Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births — legitimate  . . . 

15T 

20-9 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — illegitimate... 

76-9 

83-9 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  England  and  Wales 

22-5 

23-0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  of  Age 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — total 

Male 

1 

10 

Female 

9 

2 

Total 

11 

1 

12 

1958 

13-5 

1957 

11 

2 

13 

1957 

16-5 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — legitimate  ... 

12-8 

13-3 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — illegitimate... 

38-4 

83-3 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion) 





Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

— 

— 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 
1.  Tuberculosis  respiratory  ... 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1957 

3 

2.  Tuberculosis  other  forms  ... 

3 

- 

3 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  

- 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

8.  Measles  

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

5 

13 

11 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

6 

3 

9 

11 

12.  Malignant  noeplasm,  breast 

- 

11 

11 

11 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

4 

4 

5 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

22 

20 

42 

52 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

4 

- 

1 6.  Diabetes  

- 

2 

2 

2 

1 7.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

45 

47 

92 

93 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

62 

23 

85 

73 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

9 

7 

16 

11 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

25 

43 

68 

70 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

17 

12 

29 

27 

22.  Influenza  

2 

- 

2 

6 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

3 

14 

17 

16 

24.  Bronchitis 

11 

3 

14 

22 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

2 

3 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

4 

3 

7 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

- 

1 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

5 

3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

18 

19 

37 

29 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

3 

2 

5 

9 

34.  All  other  accidents 

9 

7 

16 

17 

35.  Suicide  

3 

1 

4 

4 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

1 

- 

1 

- 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

GENERAL 

The  total  number  of  each  disease  notified  was  as  follows: — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  395 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dysentry 17 

Erysipelas  2 

Food  Poisoning 3 

Tuberculosis  21 


The  following  tables  classify  these  notifications  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
according  to  age  groups: — 


TOTAL 

CASES 

NOTIFIED 

Age  Periods 

Age 

Disease 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25-  unknown 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

3 

- 

5 

14 

2 

- 

- 

26 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

6 

4 

3 

13 

2 

- 

- 

30 

Poliomyelitis  . 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

...  8 

33 

35 

35 

42 

218 

18 

2 

3 1 

395 

Dysentery 

...  2 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

- 

3 

- 

18 

Age 

0- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

unknown 

Total 

Deaths 

Pneumonia  ... 

- 

3 

2 

9 

5 

- 

19 

17 

Erysipelas 

... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  1958  the  following  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 


were  notified  :- 


NEW  CASES 


DEATHS 


Age  Periods 


0- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

Age  unknown 


Respiratory  Non-respiratory  Respiratory  Non-respiratory 
MF  MF  MF  MF 

12  - 2 - - - - 

23  -3  --  -- 

5 1 - - - - 2 - 


IMMUNISATION 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  who  were  immunised 
during  the  period  1st  January — 31st  December,  1958: — 


Age  at 
31.  12.  58 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

i.e.  born  in  year 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Primary 

Immunisation 

250 

477 

42 

12 

9 

8 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Booster  Injections 

- 

- 

- 

1 

101 

289 

41 

5 

3 

1 

- 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  area  is  well  supplied  with  water  but  the  two  small  parishes  of 
Ulverscroft  and  Barkby  Thorpe  still  rely  on  supplies  from  wells.  There 
are  390  houses  in  the  district  without  a main  supply. 


On  the  1st  October  the  Council  handed  over,  after  negotiations,  the 
water  undertaking  at  Quorn  to  Leicester  Corporation  and  the  Hoton 
undertaking  to  Loughborough  Corporation. 


Parish  Details 

No.  of 
Houses 
with  a main 
water  supply 

No.  of 
Houses 

without  a main 
water  supply 

No.  of 
pails 
in  each 
Parish 

ANSTEY 

1250 

9 

74 

BARKBY 

114 

18 

18 

BARKBY  THORPE 

2 

16 

16 

BARROW-UPON-SOAR  ... 

979 

12 

53 

BEEBY 

26 

2 

12 

BIRSTALL  

2670 

- 

- 

BURTON-ON-THE-WOLDS 

88 

9 

29 

COSSINGTON 

120 

8 

31 

COTES  

7 

4 

7 

CROXTON,  SOUTH 

47 

12 

34 

HOTON 

61 

9 

37 

MOUNTSORREL 

1264 

7 

69 

NEWTOWN  LINFORD:... 

322 

16 

- 

PRESTWOLD  

15 

4 

6 

QUENIBOROUGH 

493 

9 

45 

QUORNDON  

1114 

15 

13 

RATCLIFFE-ON-THE-WREAKE 

38 

12 

11 

REARSBY  

209 

11 

51 

ROTHLEY  

970 

14 

29 

SEAGRAVE  

86 

20 

58 

SILEBY  

1,493 

9 

34 

SWITHLAND  

47 

9 

10 

SYSTON  

1,930 

8 

50 

THRUSSINGTON 

125 

26 

70 

THURCASTON 

740 

11 

20 

THURMASTON 

1,691 

8 

4 

ULVERSCROFT 

— 

48 

14 

WALTON-ON-THE-WOLDS 

68 

16 

28 

WANLIP  

27 

3 

8 

WOODHOUSE 

584 

26 

10 

WYMESWOLD 

267 

11 

86 

16,847 

382 

937 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  year  1958  shows  much  activity  in  the  engineering  field.  A good 
start  was  made  on  the  much  awaited  resewering  project  in  Cossington  and 
the  improvement  to  the  disposal  works  at  Rothley. 

A step  forward  in  a comprehensive  scheme  embracing  the  re-drainage  of 
Thurmaston  to  the  Queniborough  Works  and  the  inclusion  of  the  villages 
of  Ratcliffe,  Rearsby  and  Thrussington  in  the  Regional  Scheme  was 
applauded. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  sludge  drying  problem  at  Queniborough  has  not 
been  resolved  in  spite  of  a temporary  respite  by  the  use  of  a chemical 
coagulant. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  pail  closets  are  collected  weekly  and  cesspools  are  emptied  by  the 
Council’s  vehicles  at  the  owners’  expense.  It  was  agreed  that  the  free 
emptying  of  cesspools  twice  yearly  be  introduced  after  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  regular  removal  of  refuse  has  been  done  very  satisfactorily. 


NEW  HOUSES 

The  number  of  houses  completed  and  in  course  of  erection  is  as 
follows: — 

Completed  In  Course  of 
Erection 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  167  54 

Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  567  352 


LABORATORY  SPECIMENS 


Number 

Nature  of  Specimen  Examined 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  17 

Faeces  and  Urine  150 

Blood  9 

Sputa 240 

Milk 15 

Water  18 

Ice  Cream  40 

Whooping  Cough  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


506 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING 

The  further  weeding  out  of  small  groups  of  unfit  houses  has  been 
effected  by  the  imposition  of  37  Demolition  Orders  or  Closing  Orders. 
42  houses  were  demolished. 

Initial  steps  were  taken  for  a larger  scale  operation  involving  35  pro- 
perties in  Church  Lane  and  Bradgate  Road,  Anstey.  With  Ministerial 
consent  this  will  lead  to  the  clearing  and  re-developing  of  a congested  area 
in  the  middle  of  a village. 

It  is  expected  that  similar  schemes  will  be  sponsored  in  other  villages. 

The  Clearance  of  the  hutted  camps  occupied  by  Polish  families  at 
Burton-on-the-Wolds  proceeded  satisfactorily  and  the  end  of  these 
unsatisfactory  dwellings  is  in  sight. 

A pleasing  feature  is  the  re-development  of  the  Council  Estate  at  Church 
Hill  Road,  Mountsorrel  and  the  final  phase  of  this  scheme  is  awaited. 

In  various  ways  many  of  the  older  houses  are  being  improved,  on  the 
initiative  of  the  owners,  by  compulsion  under  notice,  by  Improvement 
Grants  of  which  32  were  approved  and  by  action  under  the  Rent  Act. 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  latter  Act.  were  issued  to  22  tenants. 


HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  Houses  Displaced  during  Year 

Demolished  Persons  Families 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  13  5 3 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrange- 
ment   


(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section  43  (2) 
Housing  Act,  1957  


NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

under  Section  17  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  29  140  44 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 

action  has  been  taken  under  local  Acts  ...  - - - 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders  _ _ _ 
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B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 


Number  Displaced  during  Year 
Persons  Families 


(8)  Under  Sections  16  (4)  17  (1)  and  35  (1) 

Housing  Act,  1957  2 8 2 

(9)  Under  Sections  17  (3)  and  26  Housing  Act, 

1957  

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18, 

Housing  Act,  1957  - 

C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH 
DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

by  Owner  By  Local  Authority 

(11)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority  ...  126 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  6 

(b)  Section  9 and  16  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  1 

(13)  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  2 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

Position  at  end  of  year  Number  of  Number  of  separate 

houses  dwellings  contained 

in  column  (1) 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  under  Section  48  

(b)  under  Section  17  (2)  

(c)  under  Section  46  

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under 

Sections  34  or  53  


E.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 

Number  of  Number  of  occupants 
Houses  of  Houses  (1) 

(16)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

purchased  in  the  year  ...  ...  ...  - - 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 
MILK  SUPPLY  AND  LICENCES 

The  district  is  well  served  by  milk  vendors  retailing  bottled  Tuberculin 
Tested,  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  milk. 

8 samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  and  6 samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  From  bulk  supplies  7 samples  were  certified  as 
free  from  Tubercule  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus. 

There  are  14  registered  dairies  and  1 distributor  in  the  district.  One 
pasteurising  plant  is  licensed  by  the  County  Council. 
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Milk  licences  were  issued  as  follows: — 


T.T.  Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Dealer’s  Licences 

4 19 

9 

Supplementary  Licences 

2 3 

4 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  14  licensed  private  slaughter-houses  and  one  knackers  yard  in 
the  district. 

1,695  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses  to  inspect  6,285  animals. 
It  would  have  been  more  economical  in  time  if  an  average  of  more  than  4 
animals  at  a time  were  ready  for  inspection. 

Slaughtering  and  inspection  still  continue  at  nights  and  on  Sundays. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  

768 

40 

2 

4,326 

1,149 

Number  Inspected 

768 

40 

2 

4,326 

1,149 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 
Whole  Carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

171 

4 

74 

43 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  ... 

22% 

10% 

- 

2% 

4% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

47 

5 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  with 
tuberculosis 

6% 

12% 

_ 

_ 

1% 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 
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A summary  of  meat  condemned  is  as  follows: — 


Beast  

Bovine  Heads  ... 
Bovine  Lungs  ... 
Bovine  Livers  ... 
Part  Bovine  Livers 
Bovine  Pleuras  ... 
Bovine  Kidney  ... 
Bovine  Hearts  ... 
Bovine  Skirts  ... 
Bovine  Mesenteries 
Bovine  Stomachs 
Bovine  Diaphragm 
Bovine  Spleens  ... 
Forequarters  beef 

Sheep  

Sheep’s  Livers  ... 
Part  Sheep’s  Livers 
Sheep’s  Plucks  ... 
Sheep’s  Lungs  ... 
Sheep’s  Hearts  ... 

Mutton 

Lamb  

Pigs  

Pig’s  Livers 
Part  Pig’s  Liver  .. 
Pig’s  Lungs 
Pig’s  Mesenteries 
Pig’s  Heads 
Pig’s  Plucks 
Pigis  Spleen 
Pig’s  Pleuras 
Pig’s  Hocks 
Pig’s  Hearts 


1 

33 

68 

80 

89 

3 
1 

5 

4 

6 

3 
1 

2 

2 

2 

33 

12 

8 

1 

2 

4 lbs. 

5 lbs. 

7 

20 

1 

12 

7 
10 

8 
1 

4 
2 
2 


All  condemned  meat  is  coloured  with  a green  dye  and  large  quantities 
are  sent  to  Knackers  Yards. 


ICE  CREAM 

In  general  the  quality  of  ice  cream  retailed  in  the  district  has  been  good 
and  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  sold  satisfactory. 


35  samples  of  ice  cream  were  examined  for  bacteriological  purposes  and 
the  results  were  as  follows: — 


Number  in  Grade  1 
Number  in  Grade  2 
Number  in  Grade  3 
Number  in  Grade  4 

Grades  3 and  4 are  not  satisfactory. 
3 Ice  Lollies  were  satisfactory. 


20 

8 

3 

4 


The  product  of  one  manufacturer  was  responsible  for  most  of  the  un- 
satisfactory samples  and  no  effort  was  spared  in  counselling  him  until  a 
satisfactory  product  was  sold. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 

Most  of  the  villages  are  well  supplied  with  food  shops  and  many  shops 
have  been  opened  on  the  new  estates.  On  the  whole  the  owners  of  all 
types  of  food  premises  have  shown  progression  in  bringing  their  premises 
up  to  date  but  not  enough  care  is  taken  in  handling  food  in  a hygienic 
manner.  It  is  a big  temptation  to  use  fingers  instead  of  tongs  when 
handling  perishable  food  or  to  forget  to  wash  ones  hands  after  an  un- 
mentionable visit  during  the  rush  hour.  While  much  good  work  is  done 
by  the  visits  of  the  Officers  of  the  Health  Department  this  must  be  supple- 
mented by  national  rather  than  local  propaganda  in  hygiene  practices  and 
the  instruction  of  children  at  school. 

The  types  of  food  premises  are  divided  as  follows  (Chief  Trades) 


Greengrocers 22 

Grocers  140 

Butchers  42 

Confectioners  (Cakes)  11 

Confectioners  (Sweets)  16 

Fish  and  Chips  (and  Wet  Fish)  12 

Bakehouses  10 

Cafes  33 

Canteens  19 

Licensed  Premises  114 

Food  Factories  3 

REGISTERED  PREMISES 

Preserved  Food  and  Sausage  Manufacturers  28 

Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream 2 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  149 

Number  of  Food  Premises  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Number  of  Inspections  735 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served 73 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  compiled  with  75 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  31st  December  1958  9 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

There  were  two  contraventions  of  this  Act  found  and  dealt  with  in- 
formally. 

49  visits  were  made  under  the  Act. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

With  the  gradual  closure  of  the  Rodent  Department  of  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  during  the  year  it  was  decided  that  our  own  rodent 
service  should  be  made  available  to  farmers. 

The  good  work  done  by  the  A.E.C.  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  undone  as 
rats  respect  no  boundaries,  joint  action  against  rats  on  farms  and  in  private 
houses  is  the  only  solution. 

All  complaints  were  attended  to  at  once  and  330  infestations  at  private 
houses  dealt  with,  as  well  as  regular  treatments  of  sewage  farms,  sewers 
and  tips. 

A free  rat  destruction  service  is  given  to  private  house-holders. 
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CARAVAN  SITES 


There  was  no  large  increase  in  the  number  of  caravans  in  the  area  and 
sanitary  conditions  on  licensed  sites  were  generally  satisfactory. 

It  has  been  thought  for  some  time  that  the  amenities  on  these  sites  are 
not  sufficient  especially  as  the  caravans  are  chiefly  residential. 

New  conditions  have  been  drawn  up  and  these  will  apply  to  new  sites 
immediately  and  to  existing  sites  on  the  1st  January,  1960. 

The  conditions  cover: — 

(1)  The  number  and  type  of  caravans  permitted. 

(2)  The  distance  between  and  access  to  caravans. 

(3)  Sanitary  accommodation  and  drainage. 

(4)  Water  supply. 

(5)  Wash  houses  and  lighting. 

(6)  Distances  from  dwelling  houses  and  general  condition  of  sites. 

(7)  Overcrowding  of  caravans. 

In  the  latter  case  the  site  owner  is  made  responsible  for  ascertaining  the 
number  of  occupants  of  the  caravans  in  order  to  prevent  overcrowding. 

It  was  found  necessary  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  deal  with 
two  severe  cases  of  overcrowding.  One  caravan  housed  two  adults  and 
five  children  and  the  other  two  adults  and  six  children.  The  overcrowding 
was  abated. 

Number  of  caravans  in  the  area  is  398. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ACTS 


(a) 

Number  of  Pet  Shops  

2 

Number  of  Inspections 

4 

(b) 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Rag  Flock  Etc.,  Act. 
Number  of  Inspections  ... 

5 

(c) 

Number  of  contraventions  of  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguard 
Regulations)  

...  Nil. 

(d) 

There  are  no  Canal  Boats  registered  in  the  district. 

EACTORIES  ACT 


Number  of  Factories  on  Register  241 

Number  of  Other  Premises 95 

Number  of  Inspections  214 

Number  of  contraventions  of  the  Act  5 

Number  of  defects  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  2 

Number  of  Outworkers  (wearing  apparel) 106 

Number  of  Fire  Escape  Certificates  (Sec.  34)  issued  3 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 
PRELIMINARY 

Housing 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  1st  January  ... 

31 

5 

Issued  during  year  

...  141 

63 

Complied  with  during  year  

...  126 

47 

Statutory  during  year 

— 

— 

Statutory  action  necessary  

9 

16 

Outstanding  31st  December 

36 

2 

STATUTORY 

Housing 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

17 

5 

Issued  during  year 

7 

16 

Complied  with  during  year  

9 

19 

Outstanding  31st  December 

15 

2 

SUMMARY  ACTION 

Convictions  were  obtainable  in  the  following  cases: — 

(1)  Sec.  154  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Rag  and  bone  dealer  exchanging  articles  for  rags  with  children  under  14  years  of 
age  (Fine  of  £2.  10s  and  costs  on  each  of  two  charges.) 

(2)  Sec.  39  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Leaking  and  defective  cesspool  (Fine  of  £1  and  costs  on  each  of  three  charges  and 


abatement  Orders  made.) 

INSPECTIONS  MADE 

No.  of  Inspections 

Animal  Keeping  

90 

Bakehouses 

12 

Dairies 

29 

Drainage  Works  

982 

Dwelling-houses 

1,518 

Infectious  Diseases  Inquiries 

121 

Food  Poisoning  Inquiries  

11 

Food  Premises 

735 

Offensive  Trades  

6 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

39 

Rodent  Control  

63 

Schools 

17 

Shops  

49 

Slaughter-houses  and  Meat  Inspection 

1,695 

Smoke  Control 

68 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  etc.  

691 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises 

27 

Water  Supplies 

142 

Factories  and  Workplaces  

214 

Other  Inspections  

322 

TOTAL 

8,825 

I have  the  honour  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  HALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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